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Chapter-1 


THE UNTOLD STORY OF PURE LOVE 


he story of Krishna and Radha has always been a very 
mysterious one for me. | have wondered about it since my 
childhood and the tales about Radha has always 
fascinated me more than those of Krishna for the simple 
reason that stories about Krishna has been always told in 
various ways and is known to one and all- be it a follower 
or a non-follower of "THE UNTOLD STORY OF KRISHNA 
AND RADHA" Krishna. Radha’s perspectives and 
viewpoints have never been mentioned in any of the texts 
SO deeply. 

Although while addressing the lord, we always call 
him Radhe krishna and never Krishna alone, their idols 
show them as always together, yet they have always been 
portrayed and implied as One- one soul, one world, one 
life, one meaning and one union entity. 

Here | present to you a lesser told story of the lord, but 
how far it stands true is quite difficult to vouch 
for. Scholars have had different perceptions about Radha 
over the ages. Sometimes they have presented her as 
adulterous and an amorous lover of Krishna while at 
times as his divine consort. Hence, Radha’s character has 
always been very confusing for the readers and even the 
disciples of Krishna in Indian mythology. 
According to eastern religious traditions, "LOVE OF RADHA 
FOR KRISHNA Radha" has always been represented as 
Krishna's lover but someone else’s wife. Even then, 
Krishna without Radha is unimaginable in any form. 
One day, Krishna went up to his mother and requested 
her to send a marriage proposal for him to Radha’s 
house. At first Yashoda thought to be one of Krishna's 
pranks but when he insisted, she told him that he could 
not marry her for more reasons than one. Firstly, she was 
already engaged to Alyyan,secondly she was older than 
him and lower in status and lastly she was a brazen girl 
totally unsuitable to be his wife. 
(7) 


When Yashoda did not seem to agree, Krishna threatened 
her that she would lose her son if she did not agree to It. 
* Yashoda referred the matter to Krishna’s father, Nand 

who said Krishna could have one of the chieftain’s 
daughters as his wife but not Radha. However, Krishna 
was adamant on marrying "RADHA’S PRIDE, SHATTERED 
BY KRISHNA" Radha alone. The next day sage Garg was 
supposed to arrive and hence Nand postponed the 
argument saying that the matter would be referred to him 
for approval. 

* As for sage Garg, he replied that there are various 
factors which need to be considered while selecting a life 
partner like family backgrounds, temperaments and 
future plans. To this Krishna replied that Radha proved 
apt under all these parameters for him. 

* Seeing Krishna’s determination, sage Garg thougnt it to 
be the right time to reveal to the former the purpose and 
truth about his birth. He told Krishna that he was actually 
the eighth son of Devki and Vasudev who were imprisoned 
by Kansa, his maternal uncle and Krihsna has been 
prophesied to kill him and free the Yadava race from his 
evil clutches. Hence, he had been brought to Gokula to be 
raised by Nanda and Yashoda and then be a savior of the 
entire human race. Therefore, he should forget about 
getting married to Radha and settling down in Vrindavan 
to lead an ordinary life. His task demanded a much more 
and bigger dedication and commitment from his 
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Chapter-2 
THE DEVINE LOVE 


This tragic story is dear to devotees not only because 
of the very real human feelings it evokes, but also 
because of its deep theological significance in the 
Vaishnava tradition - the Hindu tradition in which 
this story features most prominently.To some, the 

love between Radha and Krishna might appear to be 
adulterous or scandalous, given that she is married. 
The focus of the tradition, though, is not so much on 
this scandal, but on the deep, spontaneous, genuine 
love that it illustrates. Radha’s love for Krishna is so 
strong that it is willing to fly in the face of social 
conventions. She is willing to risk the disapproval of 
her community for this love. And according to 
Vaishnava theology, this is how individuals’ love for 
God should be. True love for God - called bhakti, or 
devotion - should be characterized by wild abandon. 
It should be spontaneous and free. 

In Vaishnava theology, the gopis represent the many 
Jivas, or souls, that dwell in the universe, while 
Krishna ts Ishvara, the Lord, the Supreme Being. A 
very popular and beautiful artistic depiction of the 
relationship between Krishna and the gopis Is called 
the “Ras Lila.” It depicts the gopis dancing in a circle. 
Each of them has Krishna for a partner. He has used 
his divine power to multiply himself so he can dance 
with each gopi individually. When Krishna finally has 
to leave Vrindavan, the pain of separation Radha 
feels is almost unbearable. When she asks Krishna 
why she has to feel such pain, he tells her that she 
must learn to see him in all beings, for he dwells in 
the hearts of all. The individual soul's sense of 
separation from God Is similarly painful, and Is 
believed to be a particularly powerful manifestation 


of bhakti. 
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But that separation can be overcome by seeing God in all 

beings and in one another. 

As Krishna also says in the Bhagavad Gita, “lam never lost 
to one who sees all beings in me and who sees me in all 
beings, nor is that person ever lost to me.” 

The story of Radha and krishna can therefore be enjoyed 
on Valentine’s Day on two levels: as a sad and poignant 
tale of a past youthful love, remembered fondly but left 
behind by the call of adulthood, but also as an invitation 
to be open to love in all its forms. 
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Chapter-3 


A BENCHMARK OF LOVE 


Hom mythological to this technological era, Radha 
Krishna has always been symbolised as a benchmark 
of love. These two words in our Indian history are 
never been taken separately. Whenever we talk about 
Radha, it is impossible for any human being to not to 
think about Lord Krishna. it definitely strikes our 
head and compels us to think at least once about the 
everlasting tale of love. 

They shared an eternal love with each other. 
Regaraless of the fact that they never tied a nuptial 
knot together, they are worshipped together. These 
days, modern-day couples admire these pure souls 

most and make promises to each other to be like 
them. They are the representation of the purest bond, 
love, and emotions. It is their purity and serenity only 
which has made their love and care 
unforgettable. There are several life lessons which 
young couples can learn from their story and 
implement it in their life to make their bond of love 
stronger and better. From the mythological days of 
the universe, Radha is known to be an avatar 
of Goddess Shakti and the most dedicated devotee of 
Lord Krishna. Lord Krishna’s flute was enough to 
mesmerise her because she was madly in love 
with him. Radha Krishna together has not only taught 
us to love each other but also taught that with love it 
is necessary to have patience, power of sacrifice, and 
strength to support your love. It is you that can bring 
your love in front of the society. 


(5) 


[lt is not easy to always keep that same spirit of love 
for anyone. But the great devotee Radha has proved 
whatever the situation comes in the life; if you have a 

pure love spirit no one can demolish it. You are the 

one who creates that feeling and you are the ones 

who can preserve it. Difficulties and problems are 

part of your life as happiness Is a part of your life. 
Here are few things you should know about 

Radharani, for without her KrIsMnG’s Popularity may 

not have even existed: 

Radha is the daughter of Vrishohanu Gopa and Kirti 
Devi. She is sometimes considered as the incarnation 

of Goddess Lakshmi, the consort of Lord Vishnu. 


Radha lived in a village called Repalli that was a little 
away from Vrindavan. Radha was five years elder to 
Krishna. 

She was in love with Krishna from her younger age. In 
fact, mytino ogy says that as children, Krishna and 
Radha playfully married once, but their pure love 
never converted into a real wedding. 

Radha’s life in Vrindavan took a drastic turn after 
Krishna left. She was forced by her mother to marry a 
man. In fact, they had a child together. 
Though Radha Is a mysterious character in Hinduism, 
she is known to be the strength of Krishna. The Hindu 
goddess whose place is always depicted 
alongside Krishna and has been in main centre within 
the theology of Vaishnava traditions, according to 
which, Radha is the original Goddess or Shakti. Radha 
is always being worshipped in the Nimbarka 
Sampradaya, as Nimbarka - central religious figure, 
and known to be the founder of the tradition, was 
declared that Radha and krishna together constitute 
the absolute truth, following the advent of Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu also within the Gaudiya 
Vaishnava tradition. 
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Radha Chalisa mentions that Radha is arguably the 
most important Gopi in Raas (sacred dance) with Lord 
Krishna. Radha is often referred to 
as Radhika, Radharani, and Radhe in speech. 
Radha’s superiority is observed in Krishna’s flute, which 
repeats the name Radha. In fact, wnen 
Krishna brought all his wives to meet Radha, they all 
together declared her the most beautiful and sacred 
hearted woman in the whole universe. Since then, she 
is remained beside Krishna until the end of the 
universe. 

Birthday of Radha Is celebrated as Radha ashtami 
across the country and especially in the north, with full 
devotion and joy. Radha Ashtami is mainly take place 
after 15 days of Janmashtami. Radharani’s birthday is 
the sacred eighth day of the month of 
Bhaadrapaada Talking about bonds, not many people 
know, but the special relationship between Draupadi 
and Krishna Is the reason we celebrate Raksha 
Bandhan. It is said that when Krishna had hurt his 
wrist, Draupadi tore the corner of her sari and tied it to 
Stop the bleeding from his wrist. Seeing this, Krishna 
vowed to protect her. Later, during Draupaai'’s 
cheerharan at the hands of the Kauravas in full court, 
Draupadi prayed to Krishna to protect her honour. In 
return, Krishna increased the length of her sari such 
that it would never end even as Dushasana pulled it 
apart. It is said that Draupadi trusted Krishna more 
than anyone else and they called each other Sakhi and 
Sakha, meaning female friend and male friend, 
respectively. Draupaal's father Drupad initially wanted 
to marry his daughter to Krishna. However, Krishna 
referred Arjuna as a prospective groom for her. 
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These books have all the solutions to our daily 
problems. In order to sustain, we also find 
answers by ourselves but sometimes we land 
up wrong answers. It is necessary to find 
ethical answers. Your wrong methods for 
succeeding may help you once or twice but for 
every time it is not possible to succeed. Have 
you ever thought about how this spirit of love 
and lessons will be transferred to your 
children or the coming generation? There are 
too many answers to this question. Well, it is 
not only about love that makes it imperative 
to be taught to your children. It is necessary 
because we are on the edge where we have 
started losing our culture and values. But the 
question is what can a parent do? First, it is 
excellent if you have a habit of always 
teaching them good lessons and good values. 
As it is said that visuals create a great impact 
on humans. Including the Radha Krishna 
paintings at your home can be the best way to 
inculcate the spirit of devotion, love, sacrifice 
strength, and more in your children. 
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Chapter-4 


THE BOND BETWEEN TWO SOUL'S 


The entanglement of Radha-Krishna was such a pure and 
cutest love story. Isn't it? According to the Vedas, Krishna 
believed that love does not require marriage. In fact 
marriage is a compromise and love is a selfless, pure 
feeling shared by two lovers. Love is true. Love is pure. 
The love of Raaha and krishna is immortal, it has no 
beginning and end. It is beyond the physical world and is 
spiritual in nature. It was the pure bond and love that 
kept both united, not marriage. Because every love story 
doesn't end in marriage. 

The love story of Radha Krishna started at a very young 
age. According to legend, when Krishna was young, he 
started playing the flute for grazing cows. Whenever 
Krishna played the flute, everyone and everything was 
taken to a samadhi which was completely pure and 
beautiful. Even the gopis, or cowgirls, would stop what 
they were doing, sense Krishna and start dancing around 
him in his love. However, a gopi, Radha, had taken him 
captive. The whole universe was yearning for Krishna but 
he was yearning for Radha. They met and fell in love 
when they were very young. Radha Krishna used to meet 
and dance in the garden which is known as Nidhivan 
(Madhuban) in Vrindavan. Even though they used to 
celebrate all the festivals together with their friends and 
relatives, Holi is one of those festivals which shows the 
pure love between them. This place is always 
remembered as the love place of Radha Krishna, 
devotees still visit this place to feel the love and devotion. 
Krishna is the embodiment of love, affection, knowledge 
and intelligence and Radha Is the female manifestation 
of all these traits. If Krishna is the Sun, Radha is the 
Sunlight. If Krishna is powerful Radha is the shakti 
behind. His sincere love and dedication has kept him 
alive in our hearts, 
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his love story etched with admiration for ages. Radha 

and Krishna love story encapsulates the love that exists 

in the universe and that is why it is popular as the most 
powerful and mythological love story in this modern 
world as well. Their love is like a blowing wind. Which 

will be fluttering in the air forever and ever. Radha 

Krishan love story is an epic love story that people still 

talk about whenever we talk about love stories. So,if you 
too have a radha or krishna in your life, celebrate the 
day by sending lots of love Valentine's day gifts online 
because yours mignt not be a mythological love story 

ut the love is real. 
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Chapter-5 


RADHA INVRINDAVAN 


Roane and Krishna share two kinds of relationships, 
Parakiya (Love without any social limitation) and 
Svakiya (married relationship). Radha asked Krishna 
why he can't marry her, the reply came "Marriage is a 
union of two souls. You and / are one soul, how can | 
marry myself?" Several Hindu texts allude to these 
circumstances. 
The Sanskrit texts, Brahma Vaivarta Purana and the 
Garga Samhita mention that Krishna secretly married 
Radha in the presence of Brahma in the Bhandirvan 
forest before leaving Vrindavan. The place where Radha 
Krishna's marriage was conducted is still present in the 
outskirts of Vrindavan, called Radha krishna Vivah 
Sthali, Bhandirvan. The story mentioned in Brahma 
Vaivarta Purana indicates that Radha has always been 
Krishna's divine consort. But to give importance to 
Parakiya relationship (love without any social 
foundation) over Svakiya's (married relationship), Radha 
Krishna's marriage was kept hidden. There is limited 
1h hehe Sey about the life of Radha and gopis after 
Krishna left Vrindavan. According to Garga Samhita and 
Brahma Vaivarta Purana, Radha also left her home post 
Krishna's departure and went to Kadli vann (forest) 
leaving behind her illusionary form (also called Chaya 
Radha, her shadow) in Barsana. Radha with her friends 
also met Uddhava in this forest who delivered them 
Krishna's message. It is mentioned in Braham Vaivarta 
Purana (Krishnajanam khand, chapter 125) and Garga 
Samhita (Ashwamedh Khana, chapter 41) that after the 
curse of 100 years of separation got over, Krishna 
revisited Braj and met Radha and goplis. 
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It is mentioned in Braham Vaivarta Purana 
(Krisnhnajanam khand, chapter 125)[97] and 
Garga Samhita (Ashwamedh Khand, chapter 
41)[98] that after the curse of 100 years of 
separation got over,[b] Krishna revisited Braj 
and met Radha and gopis. In Brahma Vaivarta 
Purana, Radha (or Radhika), who Is inseparable 
from Krishna, appears as the main goddess. 
She is mentioned as the personification of the 
Mulaprakriti, the "Root nature", that original 
seed from which all material forms evolved. In 
the company of the Purusha ("Man", "Spirit", 
"Universal soul") Krishna, she Is said to inhabit 
the Goloka, which is a world of cows and 
cowherds far above the Vishnu's Vaikuntha. In 
this divine world, Krishna and Radha relate to 
one another in the Way body relates to the 
soul. 
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Chapter-6 


KRISHNA DRESSED AS 


DEVI KALI 


his can be controversial for many if we unite Kali and Krsna. 
These two divine personalities are united in eastern India, 
especially in Bengal region. This form is being worshiped by 
Shakti Sadhakas of eastern India for past 500 years. This is 
also seen as a unity of two cults one of Vaishnavism and 
Shaktism. However, Kali has been strongly associated with 
Shiva as the Shakti. But the Bengali text not only associates 
the goddess with Krsna but also unites the two. This can 
spark a huge debate as to if we see the lifestyle of 
Vaishnavism and that worshipers of Kali that alone are like 
ends that can never meet. The Vaishnava school prohibits 
Alcohol, Meat, even onion, and garlic; on the other hand, Kali 
is offered meat and alcohol as an offering. All the other faith 
within Indian culture, including Vaishnavas, consider 
crematorium and the dead as impure, but Kali is called 
‘Shamshanvasini’ or one who resides in a crematorium, she 
also adorns garland of skulls ‘munda mala vibhushitam’. If 
we go on comparing Krsna and kali it will seem impossible to 
unite the two. In the late 14th century AD Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu made the whole of Bengal and other parts of 
the country to sing dance and chant Hare Krsna. Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu founded the Gaudiya Vaishnavism, and he 
popularized the worship of Krsna and love for godhead. 
Mahaprabhu also spread his teachings throughout the 
country keeping his base in Bengal and Orissa. Mahaprabhu 
also popularized the congregational chanting of Hare Krsna 
Mahamantra. In the modern period, the worship of Shakti 
became prominent especially in the 18th century, and Bengal 
became synonymous with the worship of Kali. Goddess Kali 
became a crucial part of the Bengali devotional 
literature. Devotees like Ram Krishna Paramhansa 
propagated the worship of Kali and influenced many. The 
Dakshineshwari Kali temple, a Shaktipeetha has also been a 
center of attraction jor ages. Thus, Bengal had an influence of 
Kali and Krsna both. The Vaishnava Bauls of Birbhum 
worship the Krsna - Kali form. 


(13) 


Kaal is a Sanskrit term for time, an even death in some 
cases. Time is that element that governs the universe, it is 
eternal and ever existent. The time is merciless and waits for 
no one. Time is the unborn, uncreated, undying reality. The 
living entity is trapped in the cycle of time in the form of 
Birth, old age, disease and death, the universe is also 
trapped in a continuous cycle of creation and 
destruction. The cycle continuous and never stops it is 
always in motion, therefore, the root ‘Kal’, means ‘to count,’ 
to measure,’ or ‘to set in motion,’ hence ‘time.’ The name 
Kali is the feminine word for time, and its masculine is 
Kala. Kali is the Goddess who symbolizes this never-ending 
cycle of time. We generally relate Shiva as the male 
counterpart of time ‘Mahakal’, Shiva is Mahakal as per 
Tantrik texts and Shaiva Puranas, but according to 
Vaishnava texts such as Bhagavad Gita and Srimad 
Bhagvatm, the Kaal is Krsna. Krsna himself declares in 
Bhagvad Gita that he is the Kaal. In Bhagavad Gita (10.33) 
Krsna says ‘aham evdksayah kalo’ he is the Kaal, He repeats 
this in the (11.32) where he again confirms that he is Kaal 
the great destroyer of the worlds, kdlo ‘smi loka-ksaya-krt 
pravrddho lokan samahartum tha pravrttah. The 10th canto 
of Srimad Bhagavatam is dedicated to Krsna and his 
pastime and in this canto Krsna is glorified as ‘kdla-rupasya’ 
(10.37.21), ‘kalatmand’ (10.24.31) ‘kdlasyarupinas’ (10.71.8), 
‘kalam isvaram’, (10.84.23), ‘kdlah pradhanaym puruso’ 
(10.59.29), kalo bhagavan (10.10.30-31). Thus we can 
establish Kali being the feminine counterpart of masculine 
Kala or Krsna. In the Vedas, it is said that the supreme lord 
originated form Shakti and the Shakti the supreme potency 
originated from the supreme Purusha Rig-veda ‘tasmad 
viradajayata virajo adhi purushah’ (10.7.90. 1-16). The 
Purusha and Prakriti are inseparably united, the Shakti and 
Shaktiman are also united, thus if Kala and Kali are united it 
should not be a surprise. Kali is also referred to as Shakti of 
the supreme Purusha or the Shaktiman. Also, Kali and Krsna 
share a similar complexion, Kali is called ‘shayama’ and 
Krsna is called ‘shayam’. 
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In the Bengal folk tradition, we have a story of where Krsna 
takes the form of Kali for Radha. Every nignt Krsna would 
play his flute in the forests of Vrja and Radharani would slip 
out of her house to meet Krsna. Radharani’s Husband Ayan 
was unaware of this and thanks to the Villains, Radharani’s 
sister-in-laws Jatila and Kutila who informed her husband 
Ayan of what was happening. This Infuriated Ayan, and he 
went to catch Radharani, but Krsna knows all. Krsna asked 
Radharani to collect wildflowers and fruits and sit down as if 
she was worshiping. As Radharani did what Krsna asked her 
to do so, Krsna took the form of Kali, the family goddess of 
Ayan. When Ayan came to the woods and saw Radharani he 
saw her worshiping Kali and was very pleased to see 
Radhnarani worship Kall. 


(75) 


Chapter-7 


THE BAMBOO STICK OF 
KRISHNA 


Q)..- day Krsna saw one of His companions playing a flute, 
thus He also desired to have a flute. Krishna's flute has 
special life story. Flute grow with all other bamboo sticks on 
bank of Yamuna. As thew grow all bamboo sticks are very 
proud that mney are growing so ign in the sky. But that one 
bamboo stick was very humble he was not going up, but 
bending down. He was very humble and bend. He was 
performing great austerities standing on one leg in water of 
Yamuna for long time. Villagers are often coming on bank of 
Yamuna and they would cut all this high growing bamboo 
Sticks. Only one bamboo stick who was bend down nobody 
touch. He was not useful to them. But that humble bamboo 
Stick was very patient. He was waiting for his day of 
perfection. One day the Lord Sri Krishna himself came on 
bank of Yamuna. 

He was looking for proper bamboo stick to make his own 
flute. Then from ail bamboo he chose the bamboo stick 
bending humbly down. From that bamboo on the bank of 
the Yamuna River he constructed His divine flute. Krsna’s 
belongings are not ordinary, hence His flute is supernatural. 
After ascetics perform great austerities for many births they 
may become a Stick, ankle bell, or dress of Lord Krsna’s. 
Similarly the bamboo stick used to make the Lorad’s flute 
must also have performed great qusterities. The scriptures 
state Krsna’s flute is His main weapon. By this weapon he 
conquer devotees hearth. Moral of the story: From this story 
we can learn how important humility and patience Is. If we 
have them finally we will be use by Krishna’s hands as 
bamboo was. This humility ie be important part of our 
ife. 
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As Lord Caitanya said: 


"trinad api sunicena 

taror api sahishnuna 

amanina manadena 
kirtaniyah sada harihi" 
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Chapter-8 


KRISHNA’S BUTTER-THIEVING 


NMhen Krishna returned home from the river, by then the 
news of his prank had reached Yashodha. When he 
found out that someone had come and told his 
mother, he couldn't believe it. “Why are these women 
so talkative? Even when it is going to bring shame to 
them they still cant keep their mouths closed. They 
have to go and talk. And how ungrateful they are. If it 
were not for me, today they would have had to walk 
naked through the town in broad daylight. | gave 
them their clothes. How ungrateful they are!” But he 
was not resentful about it because he thought it was 
just a temporary phase his mother was going through. 
But Yashodha was really angry. “Enough Is enough 
Come with me.” She held him by his ears, dragged him 
out, and taking a cane, gave him a little bit of “design” 
on the backside. Krishna couldnt believe that his 
mother was so angry. He couldn't understand it 
because normally, she got angry about many things 
but if he just smiled at her or bats his eyelids, she 
would be okay. But today she did not relent. 
Later, while Yashodha was inside the house churning 
butter, Krishna thought her anger was over, so he 
tried to go and pull her sari to make peace with her. 
“After all, why are you so angry? | have been so kind to 
them today. Otherwise they would have had to walk 
naked in broad daylight. | gave them back their 
clothes. Why so much anger?” But Yashodha just 
looked at him as if she was going to eat him. Krishna 
was confused, “What's happening? Women have some 
funny ways about their clothes!” So, he tried to 
approach her again but whi just glared and growled 
at nim. 
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Then Krishna thought she was going too far. “What 
did | do? | was good to these women and they 
complained out of their ungratefulness. Why Is she 
doing this,” he thought. When Yashodha got up to 
attend to some other errand in the kitchen, Krishna 
went straight to the butter pot and not only picked 
and ate the butter, he broke the pot and taking all 
the butter in his hands, he went out and called the 
monkeys. He sat on a large pounding wood that was 
there and gave them butter. They happily ate all of it 
while spilling a lot on the floor. When Yashodha 
came and saw the butter pot broken, she was so 
angry and now she knew what he has been doing 
around the village. She got a rope, caught hold of 
Krishna and tied him up to the pounding wood he 
had been sitting on. “This will teach you a lesson. You 
are going too far. When will you change?” she said 
and left. Initially, Krishna cried and tried to get her 
attention but Yashodha did not relent. Then he got 
angry. Using all his strength he just dragged the 
heavy pounding wood, which would normally not 
have been possible for a child of seven, and went on. 
It was the middle of the afternoon and all the village 
folk were busy with their work so there was no one 
who could help him. He just dragged it on and went 
towards the forest because all the cowherds, his 
friends and the elders, would be there in the forest. 
Above all, he wanted to teach his mother a lesson for 
being unreasonably angry. As he was going towards 
the river in the forest, he passed between two bi 
trees and the pounding wood got stuck. He pulled it 
with such strength that these two trees just got 
uprooted and crashed! 
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he heard two female voices coming towards him. Two girls 

came that way and they noticed Krishna. The younger girl 

Lalitha was his playmate The older girl was about 12 years 

of age. He did not know who she was but he was just drawn 

to her. She was Radhe.. The moment Raahe set her eyes on 
7-year-old Krishna, he never went out of her eyes. From that 
moment, Krishna just lived in her eyes her whole life, 
whether he was physically there or not there. To put it in her 
own words, “I live in him. He lives in me. And that’s all. It 
doesn't matter where he Is or who he Is with, he is only with 
me. He cannot be anywhere else.” 

The two girls came up to him and asked, “What happened to 

you? Who tied you up like this so cruelly?” 

Radhe tried to untie him from the mortar wood but Krishna 
said, “Don't do that. | want my mother to untie it. If you 
untie it she may still remain angry. If she has to come in 

search of me and untie me, then it will help her to go 
beyond her anger.” 

The girls asked Krishna, “Is there anything else we can do for 

you?” Krishna wanted Lalitha out of the way, so he told her, 

“Go get me some water.” And 12-year-old Radhe and 7-year- 
old Krishna sat together, and these two beings in many 

ways merged into one in that single meeting. Nobody could 

ut them apart after that, so much so that even after 
thousands of years, we still cannot think of them as two 
separate people. Radhe was the daughter of Vrishnabanu 
and was born in the vdge of Barsana in a simple cowherd 
family. She lost her mother when she was just 6 years old 
and was brought up by her maternal grandmother. When 
her mother was alive, she had made a visit to a Mahadeva 
temple in Gokula, where Shiva was worshipped by all the 
gopas and gopis. She had taken a vow that she would visit 
the temple, and after her visit, she promised that she would 
come again. But she was unable to fulfill her vow before she 
died, and it was as a part of fulfilling this vow that Radhe 
had come with her maternal grandmother to Gokula. 
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For a few days Krishna and Radhe played together and then it 
was time for her to leave. She was travelling in a bullock cart 
along with her family, when they saw Krishna running behind the 
cart. Being such a lovable boy, they took him in the cart so that 
he could ride with them till the outskirts of the village. At the 
outskirts of the village, Krishna got down. He came to know that 
the whole of Barsana village had decided to migrate to 
Vrindavan, a place which was not yet inhabited, on the banks of 
the river Yamuna. 

Krishna told Radhe, “I will come to Vrindavan.” Radhe just took 
this simple statement of Krishna as a promise and she waited for 
months. Almost 13 months later, because of certain problems in 
Gokula, especially because wild animals were attacking their 
cattle, the people of Gokula decided to migrate to Vrindavan 
which was a virgin forest with abundant grasslands next to the 
river. The whole village - men, women, children, all the livestock 
they had, the bullock carts and their things - everything was 
packed up and they moved to Vrindavan. 

A group of young and enthusiastic boys were leading the caravan 
to Vrindavan and Krishna was the leader of this group. Radhe 
heard that Gokul is coming to Vrindavan and she took it as, “He is 
fulfilling his promise to me. He said he will come and he is 
coming.” Once a person rises beyond certain limitations of his 
consciousness, every thought of his becomes the will of God itself. 
The very destiny and course of the world could be decided just by 
his will, simply by thought. The whole of Gokula went to 
Vrindavan and a whole new life started there. 

This childhood meeting of Radhe and Krishna was the beginning 
of a whole new spiritual path. There are Radhe Panthis and 
Vishnu Panthis who don't worship Krishna, they worship only 
Radhe. They are very huge groups with a large following. If you 
travel in North India, you will see stickers and posters with just 
Radhe, no Krishna. Because in her love and her sense of 
inclusion, she just included him as a part of herself. They say, 
“There is no Krishna without Radhe.” It’s not the other way 
around. It is not that there is no Radhe without Krishna. There Is 
no Krishna without Radhe. The word “Radhe” 
means, Ra means Ras, which means love or juice of 
life. Dhe means “the giver.” 
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If you want to taste Krishna, you must become feminine. 
This is not about being physically male or female. The 
feminine can be as alive ina man as it is ina woman 

because the feminine is a certain quality. If you want to 

know Krishna, you must be willing to become absolutely 

feminine. This ts a path to the ultimate but it is a path of 
intimacy and tremendous passion. It is a path which 

does not exclude anything but the very nature of the path 
is such that once a person steps into it, everything else 

just disappears. For Radhe, the world does not exist. Only 
Krishna exists. She is not a good social being but she Is 

an absolutely colorful eternal being. 
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Chapter-9 


LAKSHMILEAVING VAIKUNTAM 


De fore the starting of kaliyuga, the Rishis began to perform 
a sacrifice (vagya) on the banks of ganga for the goodness 
of people headed by Kashyap rishi. Sage Narada visited 
them and asked them why they were performing the 
sacrifice and who would be pene by it. Not being able 
to answer the question, the rishis approached Sage 
Bhrigu. To reach a solution after a direct ascertainment o 
reality, Sage Bhrigu first went to Satyaloka, the abode o 
Lord Brahma. At Satyaloka, he found Lord Brahma, 
reciting the four Vedas in praise of Lord Narayana, with 
each of his four heads, and attended upon by Saraswati. 
Lord Brahma did not take notice of Bhrigu offering 
obeisance. Concluding that Lord Brahma was unfit for 
worship, Bhrigu left Satyaloka for Kailasa, the abode of 
Lord Shiva. At Kailasa, Bhrigu found Lord Siva spending 
his time pleasantly with Parvati and not noticing his 
presence. Parvati drew the attention of Siva to the 
presence of the sage. Lord Siva was furious at Bhrigu's 
intrusion and tried to destroy him. The sage cursed Lord 
Siva and left for Vaikuntam. At Vaikuntam, Lord Vishnu 
was reposing on Adisesha with Sri Mahalakshmi in service 
at His feet. Finding that Lord Vishnu also did not notice 
him, the sage was infuriated and kicked the Lord on His 
chest, the place where Mahalakshmi resides. At once, Lord 
Vishnu hastened to apologise to the angry sage and 
pressed his feet to allay the pain caused to Bhrigu's leg. In 
doing so the Lord removed the eye in the foot of the sage, 
stripping of his special powers. Thereupon, the sage 
concluded that Lord Vishnu was the most supreme of the 
trimurthis and told the rishis the same. Sri Mahalakshmi 
was angered by the action of her Lord in apologising to 
Bhrigu who committed an offence. Out of anger and 
anguish she left Vaikuntha and resided in Karavirapur 
now known as Kolhapur. 
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After the departure of Mahalakshmi, a forlorn Lord Vishnu left 
Vaikuntam and took abode in an ant-hill under a tamarind tree, 
beside a pushkarini on the Venkata Hill, meditating for the return of 
Lakshmi, without food or sleep. This was the place where Lord took 
the form of Varaha to rescue Mother Earth form the deep ocean. 
Taking pity on Lord Vishnu, Brahma and Maheshwara decided to 
assume the forms of a cow and its calf to serve Him. Surya, the Sun 
God informed Mahalakshmi of this and requested her to assume the 
form of a cowherdess and sell the cow and calf to the king of the 
Chola country. The king of the Chola country bought the cow and its 
calf and sent them to graze on the Venkata Hill along with his herd 
of cattle. Discovering Lord Vishnu on the ant-hill, the cow provided 
its milk, and thus fed the Lord. Meanwhile, at the palace, the cow 
was not yielding any milk, for which the Chola Queen chastised the 
cowherd severely. To find out the cause of lack of milk, the cowherd 
followed the cow, hid himself behind a bush and discovered the cow 
emptying her udder over the ant-hill. Incensed over the conduct of 
the cow, the cowherd aimed a blow with his axe on the head of the 
cow. However, Lord Vishnu rose from the ant-hill to receive the blow 
and save the cow. When the cowherd saw the Lord bleed at the blow 
of his axe, he fell down and died of shock. After the death of the 
cowherd, the cow returned bellowing to the presence of the Chola 
king with blood stains over her body. To find out the reason of the 
terror of the cow the Chola king followed her to the scene of the 
incident. Near an ant-hill, the King found the cowherd lying dead on 
the ground. While he stood wonaering how it had nappenes, the 
Lord rose from the ant-hill and said “you are responsibie for all this 
so, | cursed you to become an Asure (evil sprit) from the fault of your 
servant.” Entreated by the Chola king who pleaded innocent, then 
the lord Vishnu blessed him by saying that his curse would end 
when he was adorned with the Kireetam presented by Akasa Raja at 
the time of His marriage with Sri Padmavati. After giving the blessing 
to Chola king, Srinivasa (lord Vishnu) decided to stay in this Varaha 
Kshetra. Therefore, he requested Sri Varahaswami (the third 
incarnation of Vishnu as boar) to grant him a site for his stay. 
Varahaswamy was agreed with srinivasa request but he said that he 
(Sriniwasa) would tell his devotees to his shrine would not be 
complete unless it is preceded by a bath in the Pushkarini and 
Darsan of Sri VarahaSwami, and that puja and Naivedyam should 
be offered to Sri Varaha first.After that, lord Vishnu built a 
hermitage and lived there waited on by a devotee. Vakuladevi also 
ived with Sriniwasa and looked him like a mother. 
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In a nearby kingdom of Varaha kshetra there was a king named King 
Akasha kaja. He was childless from many years. So, he decided to 
perform a sacrifice for obtaining an offspring. One day, he had found a 
beautiful baby girl sleeping on a golden lotus in a golden box while 
ploughing the fields. The king was so happy to find a child and he 
carried it to his place and gave it to his Queen to tend it. The Akasha 
Raja had named her Padmavathi. A beautiful and accomplished girl, 
Padmavathy had been granted a boon in her earlier birth that she 
would be married to Lord Vishnu. 

In course of time Princess Padmavati grew up into a beautiful maiden 
and was attended by a host of maids. One day while she was spending 
her time in a garden picking flowers with her maids, Sage Narada 
approached her. Assuring her that he was her well-wisher, he asked her 
to show him her palm to read her future. He foretold that she was 
destined to be the spouse of Lord Vishnu himself. At this time, lord 
Srinivasa went for hunting chased a wild elephant in the forests 
surrounding the hills. By the chasing of elephant, Srinivasa was led to 
the garden, where princess Padmavati and her maids were picking 
flowers. He was stunned by her beauty and drawn to her. She too 
seemed to be drawn to him, but the angry attendants thinking him a 
mere hunter drove him away. Lord Sriniwasa met with princess 
Padmavati and her maids. He had explained them about his birth and 
parentage. And he also enquired them about their princess and her 
parentage and birth. When he got the information that the princess 
was padmavati, the foster daughter of Akasaraja, he loved her and 
made advance to the princess. He was repulsed with stones by the 
maids and he urgently returned to the hills leaving the horse, which fell 
on the ground. As usual, Vakuladevi brought dinner to Srinivasa 
comprising various delicious dishes. But she pe him lying on his bed 
love-sick. She asked to srinivasa the causes of his sickness. The lord 
srinivasa told her that unless he secured Princess Padmavati, he would 
not be well and also told her all story of padmavati's previous birth and 
his promise to wed her. Listening to all this story, Vakuladevi thought 
that Srinivasa would not be happy unless he married Padmavati and 
she offered to go to Akasa raja and his queen with the marriage 
proposal. In the palace of Akashraja, the king Akasaraja and Queen 
Dharandevi beceme worried about the health of their wr ine They 
learnt about Padmavati's love for Srinivasa of Venkata Hill. Akasaraja 
consulted Rishi Brihaspati about the propriety of the marriage and was 
informed that the marriage was in the best interests. Lord srinivasa 
doubted about the marriage of Padmavati with him. So, he disguised 
himself as a soothsayer and went to the court of Akasha Raja. The 
soothsayer saw the palm of the Princess Padmavati and told her that 
the hunter she had fallen in love with was no ordinary man but the 
incarnation of Lord Vishnu and told her that the worries would soon be 

over. 
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ana injormea ner tnat sne came Jrom srinivasa witn marriage 
proposal. After consulting with sage Brihaspati and heard from his 
queen about the prediction of the soothsayer and arrival of the 
marriage proposal from Srinivasa, Akasaraja accepted the proposal 
and decided to bestow his daughter on Srinivasa and he called the 
palace purohits to fix a suitable date for the marriage. 
Akasaraja informed his relatives and ministers and other Officials of 
his intention. Immediately a letter was drafted for being sent to 
Srinivasa requesting him to come and marry the Princess. After that 
king Akasha Raja send patrika to Srinivasa. After receiving the 
Patrika, Lord Srinivasa called for a conference of the Gods to win 
their consent for his marriage with Princess Padmavati. For the 
arrangement of the marriage, Srinivasa sought a loan of one crore 
and 14 lakh coins of god rom Kubera and had Viswakarma, the 
divine architect create heavenly surroundings in the Seshadri hills. As 
soon as day of the wedding arrived, lord Srinivasa was bathed in 
holy waters in pee pelle tank and dressed in jeweled ornaments 
befitting a royal bride groom. Then he set off in a procession for the 
court of Akasha Raja. In the palace of Akasha raja, Padmavathy 
waited radiant in her beauty. Srinivasa was hailed with an arthi and 
led to the marriage hall. There the queen and King washed his feet 
while sage Vasishta chanted the Vedic mantras. Soon the wedding 
was over with all ritual and it was time for Padmavathy to take leave 
of her parents. After that Padmavati and Srinivasa went to 
venkatachala hill and live there happily. 
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Chapter-10 


THE NEVER ENDING TALE 


(1) 


I asked, most hindus would name the auspicious love 
ween Lord Krishna and Radha as the definition of divine 
love. According to some spiritual gurus, their love represents 
the symbolic reunification of Jivatma and Paramatma. She 
is So popular that her idol can be found in almost all of the 
krishna temples in India. People just can't think of Krishna 
without thinking of her. Every Indian knows who she is, but 
they arent all that familiar with her life story. People only 
know about the time she spent with Lord Krishna in their 
birthplace, Vrindavan, but that’s it. This lack of information 
about Radha’s life makes people speculate on many theories 
and questions. One such question concerns the final days of 
Radha, and her death. Krishna was the eighth avatar of 
Lord Vishnu. The purpose of his incarnation was to re- 
establish dharma in society. His first goal was to assassinate 
the cruel king of Mathura at the time, Kamsa. The first stage 
of Krishna and Radha’s separation began when he left 
Vrindavan and went to Mathura to kill Kamsa. According to 
egend, Radha desperately wanted to stay with her family 
and tried to force Krishna to not leave their village. However, 
Krishna, being an avatar of Lord Vishnu, had to perform his 
duty. So, he began his journey to Mathura with his elder 
brother, Balarama. After defeating Kamsa in a wrestling 
competition and regaining control of the Mathura kingdom, 
he sent one of his friends to convince Radha to come. 
Radha, on the other hand, refused and chose to remain in 
the village with her family and friends Krishna became 
preoccupied in Mathura as various friendly neighboring 
states carried out attacks on the city in an attempt to kill 
Krishna for illegally occupying the Mathura kingdom from 
the king, Kamsa.. 
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Meanwhile, Radha was forced to marry a man named 
Ayan by ner family in the absence of Krishna at 
Vrindavan. The love between Radha and Krishna was 
pure and divine. However, she was also a 
manifestation of Goddess Lakhsmi and had her share 
of duty to perform. Radha stayed with yan for a long 
time after their marriage, doing her dharma as a 
married woman. Krishna, on the other hand, received 
the message of her marriage and decided not to visit 
Vrindavan. He never wanted to disturb their marriage 
life, or Radha’s mental peace for that matter. Despite 
all of this they were both in a spiritual state of love, 
and compassionate. Time passed, and Radha, at her 
mid age, decided to visit Dwarka, the city of Lord 
Krishna. One ching to note here is that, after receiving 
too many attacks from the neighboring States of 
Mathura, Krishna left the place and founded his own 
city, Dwarka. Seeing Radha at his place, Krishna got 
excited. They were seeing each other after a long 
time. There no one had any idea of the new lady 
named Radha and her relation with Krishna. 
Only Krishna, Balarama, and a few of his friends from 
their childhood knew her. So, on request of Krishna, 
Radha decided to stay at Dwarka and Nelped operate 
palace needs. However, Radha soon began to feel 
the lack of spiritual connection that she had before 
while staying away from Krishna her entire life. She 
quickly left the palace and went to an ashram after 
realizing their love was divine & spiritual, and it had 
nothing to do with physically seeing each other. 
Krishna never prevented her from doing what she 
desired. pney were both married to their respective 
partners by the time, and could not do anything that 

eae against the law of Dharma. Time passed again, 
and Krishna got the message of Radha being ready 
for mahasamadhi. 
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Radha began crying and smiling at the same time when 
she saw Krishna in front of her. She appeared to have 
realized her true identity as an incarnation of goddess 
Lakshmi. Krishna then repeatedly requested her to ask 

something, as he had once refused Radha’s request 
while leaving their village to conquer Mathura, when 
they were young. Radha asked krishna to play his flute 
like he used to when they were kids. Krishna then began 
playing his flute without wasting any time. According to 
Hindu beliefs, he didn’t stop playing the flute until she 
closed her eyes and left her body. It is said that Krishna 
broke his flute that day, after witnessing his love was no 
more. 


(79) 


(1) 


F is Stated in the Indian texts that the legendary 
Kurukshetra War led to the death of all the 
hundred sons of Gandhari. After Duryodhana's 
death, Krishna visits Ganahari to offer his 
condolences when Gandhari and Dhritarashtra 
visited Kurukshetra, as stated in Stree Parva. 
Feeling that Krishna deliberately did not put an 
end to the war, in a fit of rage and sorrow, 
Gandhari said, "Thou were indifferent to the Kurus 
and the Pandavas whilst they slew each other. 
Therefore, O Govinda, thou shalt be the slayer of 
thy own Kinsmen!" According to the Mahabharata, 
a fight breaks out at a festival among the Yadavas, 
who end up killing each other. Mistaking the 
sleeping Krishna for a deer, a hunter named Jara 
shoots an arrow towards Krishna's foot that fatally 
injures him. Krishna forgives Jara and dies.[129][7] 
[130] The pilgrimage (tirtha) site of Bhalka in 
Gujarat marks the location where Krishna is 
believed to have died. It is also known as 
Dehotsarga, states Diana L. Eck, a term that 
literally means the place where Krishna "gave up 
his body".[7] The Bhagavata Purana in Book 11, 
Chapter 31 states that after his death, Krishna 
returned to his transcendent abode directly 
because of his yogic concentration. Waiting gods 
such as Brahma and Indra were unable to trace 
the path Krishna took to leave his human 
incarnation and return to his abode. 
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According to Guy Beck, "most scholars of Hinduism 
and Indian history accept the historicity of Krishna - 
that he was a real male person, whether human or 
divine, who lived on Indian soil by at least 1000 BCE 
and interacted with many other historical persons 
within the cycles of the epic and puranic histories." 
Yet, Beck also notes that there is an "enormous 
number of contradictions and discrepancies 
surrounding the chronology of Krishna's life as 
depicted in the Sanskrit canon". 
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It is believed that Krishna enchants 
the world, but Radha enchants even 
him. Therefore, she is the supreme 

goddess of all and together they are 
called as Radha-Krishna. In many 

Vaishnava sections, Radha Krishna 

are often identified as the avatars 

of Lakshmi Narayan... 
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